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CIRCLE0 IN CONCORD 



Circle @ duster, a coalition of several Bay Area Anarchist 
affinity groups organized a week long adion from Monday, 
September 19 through Friday, September 24 at the Concord 
Naval Weapons Station. About 200 people came out to Concord 
thoroughout this week, including about 15 people from Seattle and 
10 from Santa Cruz, to protest US foreign policy and to support 
the Nuremburg Actions a group which is trying to stop arms 
shipments to Central American and other "third world" countries. 

Nuremburg Actions has been holding an ongoing vigil since 
June 10th 1987. The group is a coalition of local church, peace, 
veterans, and Central American groups who are inspired by the 
Nuremburg principles, a body of international law established by 
the United Nations in 1950 after the trials of Nazi war criminals 
in Nuremburg, Germany. According to the Principles, it is a 
crime against peace for anyone to participate in the murder or 
persecution of civillian populations, or the destrudion of their 


villages or property. Citizens of any country whose government 
participates in attacks against civilians have a right to take 
adion to stop it. Since June 10th 1987, all the weapons trains 
except one that were going into the base were blockaded by 
protesters. 

During last week’s action, not only the trains were 
blockaded, but also most of the trucks that came into the base. 
The blockades took place at three different gates that lead into 
the weapons station. There was a total of 62 arrests for 
blockading the trucks and trains. Most of the people who were 
arrested refused to give their names or any other information to 
the authorities at the Martinez jail. The jail solidarity was a 
success. They were able to clog up the Martinez jail and put so 
much pressure on the system that everyone was let out and 
discharged. 

Continued on page 5 







Last week saw the first lecture in the California Water 
Policy lecture series for this year. This is the third annual lecure 
series, this year sponsored by the California Water Policy Group 
as well as the San Francisco Estuary Project and the Friends of 
the River. There will be three more lectures in the series in 
Berkeley and they would be well worth attending for those 
concerned about the environment. (See calendar.) 

Last week’s debate was between Marc Reisner, 
environmentalist and author of Cadilac Desert , and David 
Kennedy, director of the Department of Water Resources (DWR) 
in California. Coherent arguments during the lecture came 
mostly from Reisner. Kennedy did not respond to most of 
Reisner’s charges and in general stalled for time or dodged the 
issues. (Much as we have seen in debates including Reagan or 
Bush). 

Reisner attacked the DWR’s assertion that there is a 
water shortage in California. Such assertions have historically 
been made before new dams have been proposed and Reisner is 
strongly against any new dams. In California, according to 
Reisner, about 70 million acre feet of water fall each year. An 
acre foot is about 326,000 gallons of water, or enough water for 
5 people for one year. 

Reisner argued that shortage is a relative term and that 
it is easier to conserve and improve usage of current water 
supplies than build new water projects. He added that the state 
may require that more fresh water to be allowed to flow through 
the delta to prevent salt intrusion, and this could force water 
conservation. (70 percent of fresh water that used to flow 
through the delta has been diverted). 

Eighty-five percent of the water in California is used for 
irrigated agriculture. When one talks of water conservation, 
argued Reisner, most of this conservation must be borne by 
agriculture. Some crops use more water and are worth more 
than others. Thus it would make sense to use water for crops 
that are worth a lot of money per acre and for crops that use 
comparitively little water. Reisner outlined that in California, the 
most popular and widely planted crops are ones that use huge 
amounts of water per acre and ones that are worth very little. 

The top three crops in California are cotton, irrigated 
pasture and alfalfa, better known as straw. Cotton is a surplus 
crop in the US that the federal government pays farmers not to 
grow. It can be grown naturally, without irrigation, in large parts 
of the US. In California, it requires irrigation. About 3.7 million 
acre feet of water are used for cotton each year. 

Another 6 million acre feet of water are used for irrigated 
pasture for cattle. According to Reisner, one pound of beef 
requires about 10,000 pounds of water to produce. (Another good 
reason to become vegetarian?--see Fall Disorientation issue of 
Slingshot for article on vegetarianism.) Still another 4 million 
acre feet of water are used for alfalfa, that is also mostly fed 
to cows. Both of these crops can be grown elsewhere in the US 
without irrigation. 



The value of these crops is small compared with their 
huge water use, argued Reisner. Cotton brings in the most 
money, about $800 million a year. Alfalfa is worth about $570 
million. Irrigated pasture, the largest water user, is worth only 
$93 million a year. The value of all agriculture in California is 
about $14 billion, out of a total economy in California of $550 
billion. These 3 crops produce about $1.5 billion a year, 10 
percent of the income for agriculture, or about one third of one 
percent of the GNP of California. Yet they use about 20 
perecent of the water in California. 

Reisner also cited water waste by farmers. By reducing 
waste and reducing the acreage committed to low value, high 
water use crops, the spector of a water shortage in California 
could be easily defeated, according to Reisner. He put forth 
several ideas for accomplishing such goals, such as the reduction 
of subsidies on water for agriculture (some farmers pay as little 
as $3.50 an acre foot for water that costs $300 an acre foot to 
urban areas) and the legalization of water marketing. 

These would in essence subject agriculture to free market 
conditions, something it has been increasingly protected from. 
Reisner figures that since California water policy makes no 
sense in cost-benefit terms, once its existance must be justified 
by the presence or absence of profit, the policy will be changed. 

I find this solution to the problem of capitalist rape of the 
environment troubling. Under our current economic system, I 
suppose Reisner’s solutions make the most sense. But capitalism 
has been the primary agent causing environmental destruction 
and quite likely, strengthening capitalist control will in the end 
increase enviromental problems, not solve them. 

Aside from this criticism, I must admit that I found 
Reisner’s argument engaging and exciting. It was too bad that 
Kennedy of the DWR felt too afraid of the largely 
environmentalist crowd to attempt to defend himself. The three 
remaining lectures in the series are all on Tuesdays at 7:30, 
(October 4, 11 and 18) in 105 Northgate Hall. See our calendar 
for each topic. 

-Pretty Boy Floyd 










The Seoul Street Games 

1988 Urban Olympics 


Hey ho sports fans. Check out some previews of the real games 
you wont be seeing much of on TV this fall. They can be 
viewed live, however on the streets of Seoul, London, New York, 
Copenhagen, Hamburg, Tokyo, Warsaw, San Francisco, 


Seattle.. 



Second Story Run, Jump, Snatch and 
Scramble 

Contestant has five minutes to run 
towards low fire escape in wealthy 
district, jump high enough to pull ladder 
down, climb to second story window, 
enter, ransack apartment and escape 
on foot. 


Shop Boosting 

Participant enters local Safeway store 
in long winter overcoat (out of season) 
and is given 15 minutes to obtain as 
much as possible while avoiding 
detection by security guards and 
cameras. Partidpant with highest 
dollar amount wins. Extra l>oost 
points" are awarded for non-essential 
or exotic items such as caviar, fine 
wines, cigarettes and food. 

Computer Smash Relay 
Participant enters "word processing 
area" of large office building and has 15 
minutes to smash as many computers 
as possible, pile them in a corner, and 
set fire, while escaping injury. This 
relay is better performed in groqps. 


Riot Run / -\ 

Athlete smashes window in appliance 
store, then taking a small portable 
microwave oven, the partidpant must 
negotiate a three block course, avoiding 
angry shopowners and buckshot. 

V w y 






-Southern Willamette Alliance 


CVlS OnS ru t&*rs 



Rev. Jesse Jackson spoke on Biko plaza Monday to eight 
thousand people. It was the biggest rally on Biko since the anti- 
apartheid movement. He spoke eloquently and movingly in favor 
of student action and against various soda! evils: radsm, 
sexism, hatred of the homeless, war and investment in South 
Africa. 

He spoke in support of two ongoing student campaigns: the 
fight for an ethnic studies requirement and the boycott against 
table grapes. (This boycott is being organized by the United 
Farm Workers to protest dangerous levels of pestiddes used by 
growers). 

As Jesse usually does, he managed to touch all bases. His 
speech was a quilt of issues and touched a quilt of people in the 
audience. Not just blacks, chicanos, asians, jews, women and 
gays, but whites, students and workers also. 

His appearance in Bekeley was full of irony. As he tore 
down apartheid, he stood on a university which has refused to 
divest one penny of its funds from South Africa since it promised 
to do so in 1986. On the issues of the military, racism, sexism 
and agribusiness, Jesse and the university stand on opposite 
sides of the fence. 

Jackson called on students to be a "selfless” generation and 
work against social problems. This call and the fact that his 
rally attracted thousands is both troubling and hopeful. 

It is troubling in that the university has not seen so many 
people at a rally for several years. Will we, as students, only 
turn out to hear celebrities ask us to be active, and not turn out 
in great numbers to get the job done? 

It is hopeful in that maybe, having heard Jesse speak, we 
can all wake up and begin to demand from our world what we 
know is right. The problem is not that we as students are 
ignorant of the problems in our world and their solutions. The 
problem is that we too rarely act on our knowledge. I personally 
feel that students yearn to be active, yearn to be involved, and 
are ready to be a selfless generation and "keep hope alive.” 

But the question remains, when wil so many people again 
turn out for a rally? When, in fact, will even a tenth as many 
people turn out for a rally? Let us all hope it will be soon and 
work hard so that it can be soon. 
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-Pretty Boy Floyd 








































6IC HO OUST SAY 



The San Francisco Mime Troop was on lower Biko Plaza 
last Tuesday, September 20, performing their latest play, Ripped 
Van Winkle. 

The Mime Troop agreed to play on campus at the urging of 
the Student Action Union, with whom it shares the desire to urge 
people to take responsibility in social affairs. 

Ripped was already reviewed in Slingshot #15; what remains 
to be said about it is to emphasize the issues brought up by the 
play, primarily the proposed homeporting of the USS Missouri in 
San Francisco. Unfortunately, this is not a fictional event: it is 
under consideration and will be voted upon by SF residents in the 
upcoming election. Making way for the battleship will require 
extensive dredging of the bay at the cost of its already 


deteriorating ecosystem. 

As with Susan’s promotion in the play, Fleet Week, Oct. 15- 
22, on the Presidio base in San Francisco, will provide a major 
way of promoting the homeporting of the battleship and 
accompanying vessels. Major protests are planned during Fleet 
Week-be there!! 

The play was sponsored by the Student Action 
Union (SAU), the Berkeley branch of a national organization of 
student activists. SAU’s office is located in 613 Eshleman, and 
they have meetings Mondays at 7 p.m. in Stephen’s Lounge in the 
Martin Luther King Student Union. The group also has informal 
discussions Fridays at 5 p.m. at Milano Cafe on Bancroft. 


_ , , --Jesse McCloud 

CIRCLE & IN CONCORD 


Continued from page 1 


The treatment of the prisoners varied every day. After 
four of the men who were arrested on Tuesday refused to be 
strip searched, they were kept for two and a half days without 
being able to use the phone at any time or given any pads to 
sleep on. In contrast on Friday eleven people were arrested, 
brought to Martinez, and were immediately released. The cops 
even gave them a free ride straight back to the tracks. 

On Monday, two agents of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service visited the protesters in their cells. They 
started asking questions without even identifying themselves and 
only did so after they were asked to several times. They said 
they were looking for a person with an Irish accent. In response 
to that, the women gave them a hard time, mocking them with 
their most ridiculous accents. The INS agents said they were 
afraid that somebody from the IFtA was there and one of them 
asked, "Isn't it true that terrorists come from El Salvador and 
Ireland to instigate protests and bring bombs?". 

On Thursday, two people were put in isolation tanks after 
they kissed in the hallway of the jail. "No kissing allowed in jail," 
one jailer screamed at them while they grabbed the lovers and 
pulled them away from each other. 

On Wednesday morning, about 60 people showed up at the 
Martinez court house to support Billy Nessen at another court 
hearing for his conspiracy trial. He was arrested in Berkeley six 
months after 1000 people ripped up a section of the train tracks 
in Concord last year. This action took place in September, a 
few days after Brian Wilson was run over by a train while he 
sat on the tracks. Billy was singled out of a crowd of 1000 
protesters and is charged with two felonies. The day after 
Billy's arrest, he was released on his own recognizance, but 
banned from the Concord Naval Weapons Station and the area 
around it because in the judge's opinion, he poses a threat to the 
US military. At the hearing, his lawyer, Linda Fullerton argued a 
motion that Billy would be allowed to go back to the tracks again 
legally. The motion is being considered by the judge and a 
response is expected soon. The next hearing was set for 
October 27th at the courthouse in Concord. 


On Wednesday afternoon, a rally was held at the tracks to 
point out the weapons shipments to the South Korean police 
state. While the country is desperately trying to hide its 
totalitarian character during the Olympics, thousands of political 
prisoners rot in the South Korean jails and almost every day 
fierce battles break out between radical students and the police. 
These battles are being fought with molotov cocktails and tear 
gas. 

On Friday morning, a huge banner with the circle @, the 
Anarchist sign was put up on a hillside overlooking the Concord 
Naval Weapons Station and another banner was left inside the 
base. 

Food Not Bombs was present throughout the whole week and 
did an excellent job feeding the hungry protesters. 

All in all, it was a successful week. The anarchist tactics 
were a lot less cooperative with the authorities than Nuremberg 
Actions usually is, but the action was very much appreciated 
and supported by Nuremberg. The Peace House, the Nuremberg 
support house in Pittsburg was open to all the protesters who 
needed to use it, and everybody was welcome to sleep there. 

-Ivan Wildcat 


Z_ / N/ G-.SH\ o-r- 


Articles represent the opinions ol the writers and do not 
necessarily represent the opinions ot the Slingshot or the 
Commisioner ot Baseball. The Slingshot is an independent, 
student, weekly newspaper. We always need help and right 
now we especially need money. Please, help! We only have 
$10 left! 
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calendar 


Wednesday, Sept. 28 

• Garden Party on Haste St. half a block west of Telegraph. 
4:00pm. 

• Planning meeting for the '89 Anarchist Gathering in SF. This 
week's meeting will be held in Berkeley, so all the East Bay 
anarchists can come and get involved. 2813 Fulton near the 
Berkeley Bowl. 848-0206. 

• El Salvador: 3 Days of Education. Informative film and 
updates from speakers recently returned from El Salvador. 229 
Dwinelle 7 p.m. 

• Community meeting about Shell Oil's 400,000 gallon crude oil 
spill on April 22. Comments, questions and anger welcome. 
Benicia City Council Chambers, 250 E. L St. 7-9:30 p.m. 

Thursday, Sept. 29 

• Potluck at the Long Haul, 6 p.m., 3124 Shattuck across from 
La Pena. 848-6466. 

• El Salvador: 3 Days of Education, (see Wednesday) 

• Community meeting about Shell Oil. (See Wednesday.) 
Martinez City Council Chambers, 525 Henrietta St. 7-9:30. 

Friday, Sept. 30 

• Greening of the West. The Northern CA Greens sponsor 
their western regional gathering today through Oct. 2 at Jones 
Gulch YMCA camp, 30 miles south of SF. Basic registration, 
including room and board is $90-$130 per person. Low income 
options available for tent space and no meal ticket. Advance 
registration recommended. Info 549-1011. 

• Reggae dance party: 1-World International Rockers. 9:30 
p.m., $5 at La Pena 3105 Shattuck 849-2572. 

Saturday, Oct. 1 

• Fur leafletting each Saturday, the Animal Rights Connection 
sponsors a leafletting at Roberts’ Furs, 272 Post near Union 
Square, San Francisco, beginning at 1pm. For more info call Leo 
at 585-9658. 

• 90 Years Of Colonialism, Celebrate the Birth of the Puerto 
Rican Nation. Dedicated to Prisoners of War: Alejandrina 
Torres and William Guillermo Morales. Speaker Humberto Pagan 
from the Puerto Rican Anti-Electoral Front and Cultural 
Program featuring Los Plenaros De La 24. 6 p.m. Puerto Rican 
dinner. 7:30 pm program. Donation $5-$8 sliding scale at the 
Women’s Building 3543 18th St. SF. For more info call 561-9055. 

• “Alternative law day: An introduction to People's Law." 
Workshops include: Civil Disobedience: a legal observer training; 
environmental law; Red Squad: stopping local police infiltration of 
progressive organizations; legal aid; rights of homeless people; 
international human rights; access to healthcare; South Africa; 
AIDS and health law; immigration; Native American rights; labor 
and affirmation action; and death penalty and racism. Golden 
Gate University, 536 Mission in SF. 9:30 am-5 pm Free and open 
to the public. Sponsored by National Lawyers Guild. For info call 
Helen at 285-5066. 



Sunday, Oct 2 

• "Attica", a 1972 documentary of the Attica Prison Rebellion 
will be shown at Uhuru Bakery Cafe, 3931 Telegraph at 7 pm, 
Oakland. 

• Concert for El Salvador with Ellen Moore, Enrique Ramirez, 
and Rafael Manriquez. $5. 8 p.m. at La Pena, 3105 Shattuck, 
Berkeley. 849-2572. 

Monday, Oct. 3 

• Guatemala: The Hidden War. Refugees and Repatriation- 
textile exhibit. Workshops, slide shows and presentations. 7:30- 
9:30 p.m. at the East Bay Sanctuary Covenant, 2320 Dana, 
Berkeley. To register and for more info, call 835-0810. 

• Special benefit dinner for the Eritrean Family Relief Project 
to raise funds for victims of the war. The program includes an 
update on the war, music and Eritrean cuisine. By reservation 
only at La Pena 6 p.m. $10. 3105 Shattuck. 849-2572. 

Tuesday, Oct 4 

• Video "In the Name Of God" traces the Chilean church 
community and their human rights work. The film is interspersed 
with footage of street demonstrations. A benefit for Casa Chile. 
7:30 p.m., $4. La Pena 3105 Shattuck. 849-2572. 

• “Flies in the Ointment, Making Government Work for the 
Environment." 3rd in the California Water Policy lecture series 
(see article.) A. L. Riley, Urban Streams Restoration program, 
and Felix Smith, Environmental Assessments specialist for the 
Dept, of Fish and Game, will speak. 7:30,105 Northgate Hall. 

• Jurgen Habermas, professor of philosophy from Germany, 
will speak on The Concept of Practical Reason. 8 p.m., 
International House auditorium. Free. 

Wednesday, Oct. 5 

• Weekly film series on Domestic Violence. This week, Looking 
inside: "Men who Batter" and "Male batters." Psychological and 
political analyses of battering, strategies for change. Noon. 135 
Boalt Hall. 

• Nicaragua Student Tour starts today and continued to Oct. 
7. For more information call 652-6361 or 642-4895. 

• Jurgen Habermas will speak on Morality, Law and Politics. 2 
p.m., Faculty Club Library. 

Daily 

• The documentary film "Coverup" (reviewed in Slingshot 
Sept. 21st issue) is playing daily in Berkeley at 6, 8 and 10 p.m. 
at the Rialto Cinema on Gilman with special matinees at 2 and 4 
on weekends. 
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